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Review of 2021 Census topics

Cultural Diversity

The ABS is consulting to seek views on the information to be collected in the next Census and this topic brief provides
detail about what has been previously included on cultural diversity.

The opportunity to participate in the consultation will be available from 3 April to 30 June 2018 via consult.abs.gov.au

What was included in the Census?

Cultural diversity topics on the Census included:
ytop ¢ main language other than English spoken at home

* Australian citizenship  proficiency in spoken English
e country of birth e ancestry
e country of birth of parents * religious affiliation.

e year of arrival in Australia

For more information view 2901.0 — Census Dictionary

How is this information used?

Understanding the characteristics and origins of all people who call Australia home plays a role in policy and service
development. Questions in the Census about citizenship, country of birth, ancestry and when people arrived in Australia
provide insights into the nature of our diverse society. For example, knowing which languages are spoken and having
information on whether people speak English, and how well, makes it easier to plan for English language programs and
translation/interpreter services. Special interest groups, such as religious groups and organisations, also use Census
information to assess the need for, and location of, religious based schools, hospitals, community services and homes for
the elderly.

If you'd like to explore more about the religions included on the Census form, and why it doesn’t list all religions, read
our topic brief ‘Review of 2021 Census topics: Religion’

The questions asked on the 2016 Census

Is the person an Australian citizen?

In which country was the person born?

In which country was the person’s father born?

In which country was the person’s mother born?

In what year did the person first arrive in Australia to live here for one year or more?
Does the person speak a language other than English at home?

How well does the person speak English?

What is the person’s ancestry?
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What is the person’s religion?
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https://consult.abs.gov.au/
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/2901.0

Highlights from the 2016 Census on cultural diversity

TOP FIVE LANGUAGES SPOKEN AT HOME AS A PROPORTION OF ALL LANGUAGES SPOKEN, 2016

72.7.080 @K% 2.5.

English only ! Mandarin

1.4.. 1.2, English Australian

Arabic

Cantonese

iethamese 36.1 % 33- 5 %
12.

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing, 2016

TOP FIVE REPORTED ANCESTRIES AS A PROPORTION OF ALL REPORTED ANCESTRIES, 2018

Irish Scottish

11.0x | chinese 9.3,
5.6«

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing, 2016

FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD OR MORE GENERATION AUSTRALIANS, 2016 RELIGION FOR THOSE BORN IN AUSTRALIA AND OVERSEAS, 2016

First

generation  Born in Australia

M Christian

M Other Religions \/
Third-plus Second W No Religion Born overseas

generation generation

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing, 2016

Source: ABS Census of Population and Housing, 2016

Standards

A number of standards are used by the ABS to classify statistics relating to Cultural Diversity:

1200.0.55.010 - Australian Citizenship Standard, 2014, Version 1.2
1200.0.55.004 - Country of Birth Standard, 2016

1200.0.55.007 - Year of Arrival Standard, 2014, Version 1.4
1200.0.55.005 - Language Standards, 2016

1200.0.55.009 - Ancestry Standard, 2014, Version 2.1
1200.0.55.003 - Religious Affiliation Standard, 2016

For more information go to www.abs.gov.au/census
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https://www.abs.gov.au/census
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/0/C9658FC253A8E5A0CA257CE100127DA8?Opendocument
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/0/1A8439C34B705D8CCA257A840015E09D?Opendocument
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/0/331CEF8FE45474CBCA257C94000E50BD?Opendocument
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/0/5C1D53C9366C4EA2CA257A840015E5DE?Opendocument
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/0/CCBC4BEA9D918AD8CA257D41001730B6?Opendocument
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/0/9A2BA0491713AF1CCA257A840015DFE9?Opendocument

